STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY EDMUMD G. BROWN IR. Governor

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
7hiy P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

danuary 9, 1980

ALL=-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE I~-7-80

. TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: ZAPATA, £T AL, V5. W0ODS, ETC, CLASS ACTION INFORMING REQUIREMENTS

REFERENCE:

A court order has been issued in Zapata vs. Woods, a class action suit

involving denial of AFDC to caretakers when all dependent children in a household
receive S51, The court order requires the State Department of Social Services

to print and distribute to counties posters for informing potential members

of the class. The posters and flyers are being printed in both English and Spanish;
a copy is attached.

From the date the posters and flyers are received until March 15, 15880, counties
must display the poster in each local office in English and in Spanish, and

must provide the fiyer to each person who requests one. Counties need not
offer the flyer or answer questions about the suit. Rather, questions are to
be referred to the legal aid offices whose addresses are given in both the
poster and flyer, Legal aid offices in the state will also receive supplies

of the posters and flyers. Social Security offices witl display the posters.

You will receive a supply of both the posters and the flyers during the first
two weeks in January 1980, If you need an additional supply of the fiyers,
you may reorder via the Gen 727B process.

{f you have any questions, please contact your AFDC Program Management Consultant

at (916) h45-4458,
Sincerely,
A '535&A§i$%ﬁik‘

KYCE S. McKINSEY -~ <
Deputy Director k”“j

Attachment

cc:  CWDA

GEN 654a (7/78)




NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF CLASS ACTION

TO ALL PERSONS WHO HAVE APPLIED FOR AID TO
FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN (AFDC), AND WHO
WERE DENIED AFDC BENEFITS ON THE GROUNDS THAT
ALL DEPENBENT CHILDRENWERE RECIPIENTS OF
SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME (85D, PLEASE TAKE
NOTICE:

GEORGINA ZAPATA, on behalfl of hersell and all those similarfy
situated, plaintiffs vs. MARION WOODS, et al,, defendsnt, is now
pending in the Los Angeles Superior Court Action No. CA. 000476, The
action has been brought as a class action on behaif of the ciass which is
defined below. You may be a member of this class and if s0, your rights
may be affected.

THIS NOTICEISNOTTO BE UNDERSTGOD AS AN EXPRESSION
OF ANY OPINION OF THIS COURT AS TO THE MERITS OF ANY
OF THE CLAIMS OR DEFENSES ASSERTED BY EITHER SIDRE
IN THIS LITIGATION. THIS NOTICE IS FOR THE SOLE
PURPOSE OF INFORMING YOU OF THE PENDENCY OF THIS
LITIGATION S0 THAT YOU MAY DECIDE WHAT STEPS YOU
WISH TO TAKE IN RELATION OF THIS LAWSUIT.

A. The Litigation.

The lawsuit challenges the State Department of Social Services
(DEPARTMENT) policy of denying AFDC benefits to caretaker
relatives because ait dependent children receive SSI benefits. Plaintiffs
seek a declaration from the Court that the DEPARTMENT's poticy is
unlawfut and an order directing the DEPARTMENT to pay retroactive
AFDC benefits. The DEPARTMENT hes denied the allegations and has
denied liability for any retroactive benefits,

B. Piaintiffs.

Named plaintiffs in this lawsuit are GEORGINA ZAPATA and
ALFRED LONG. GEORGINA ZAPATA is zn individuai living in
Los Angeles County, California. and ALFRED LONG is an individual
living in Fresno County, California, and they have brought this action on
their own hehalf and as the representative of, and on behall of, the ciass.
which is defined in D, hejow.

C. Defendant.

Defendant in this lawsuit is VIARION WOODS, who is the Director of
the California Department of Social Services.

D.  The Class.

The Court ordered that plaintiffs, GEORGINA ZAPATA and
ALFRED LONG, may maintain this action cn their own hehalf and on
behalf of the foliowing ciass:

“All persons in California who qualify under the Social Security Act
as needy refatives with whom dependent children are living and who
have been or will be denied AFDC benefits pursuant to Welfare and
Institutions Code § 11203 and the Eligibility and Assistance Standards
Provision of the Maneal of Policy and Procedure §§ 44-205 and
44-206, on the sole grounds that all of the dependent children in
the reiatives’ care are receiving Supplemental Security Income.”

To be a member of this ciass, you may be required to provide and show at
some time since January 1975, vou applied for AFDC henefits and were
denied benefits on the ground that all dependent children in the family
were recipients of Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

NOW, THEREFORE. TAKE NOTICE:

[. Trial in this action Is set for 980 A M. on Junme 2, 1980, in
Department 1 of the Los Angeles County Superior Court at the
County Courthouse, 111 North Hill Street, Los Angeles,
Caiiforniz %6012,

L Any judgment in this action, whether or rot [avorable to the members

of the class, will inciude 2l class members who have not requested
exchision, whether or not they join or intervene in the action, Any
ciass member who does not request exclusion may request joinder
as a party by petition therefor to this Court, Further, any class
member may nominate an attorney at law to #ot as co-counsel for the
class by filing a petition therefor with this Court. Each petition shall
be filed with the Clerk, Department 59, Los dngeles County Superior
Court, County Courthouse. 111 North Hill Street, Los Angeles,
Californiz 96012, on or before May [, 1980 and a copy thereof must
simultaneously he served on counsel lor plaintiffs,
HUGH HARRISON, LEGAL AID FOUNDATION OF
LOS ANGELES, 3663 West Sixth Street, Los Angeles, Caiifornia
90020, and on counsel for defendent, JOHN H. SANDERS,
Deputy Attorney General, 3580 Wilshire Bouievard, Suife 300,
Los Angeles, California 96619,

3. If vou do not request exciusion and are therefore included in this

lawsuit, you will be bound by whatever judgment is obtained in this
case, whether or not it is favorable to the class or against the class.

4. Il you wish to be excluded {rom the class (“opt out™, you may do so

by advising the Clerk, Department 39, Los Angeles County
Courthouse, 111 North Hill Street, Los Angeles, Caififorniz 90012,
that you wish to do so. If you do not take affirmative action to be
excluded from the class. you will be inciuded, If you wish to be
excludad, notification of vour wish to be exciuded must be received
by the Clerk of the Superior Court on or before May 1, 1986. Your
letter requesting exclusion shouid be addressed to:

Clerk.

Department 59

Los Angeles County Superior Court
{11 North Hill Street

Los Angeles, Catifornia 90612

Anry questions you may have or comments you wish to make
regarding this action should be addressed to:

w

HUGH HARRISON

LEGAL AID FOUNDATION OF LOS ANGELES
3663 West Sixth Street

Los Angeles, California 30028

oF

ANDREA SALZTMAN

CONTRA COSTA LEGAL SERVICES FOUNDATION
Centurion Plaza

333 Lefand Road

Pittsburg, California 94565

6. The pleadings and other papers [iled in this zction are public records
and are available for inspection at the office of the Clerk iocated af
the address set forth below:

Los Angeles County Superior Court
County Courthouse

111 North Hili Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dated this 11th day of December 1978,

DAVID A THOMAS
Judpe of the Superior Court




AVISO DE ACCION COLECTIVA EN PROCESO

ATODAS LAS PERSONAS QUE HANSOLICITADG ASISTENCIA
A FAMILIAS CON N{NOS NECESITADOS (AFDC), Y QUE SE LES
NEGARON LOS BENEFICIOS DE AFDC BASANDOSE EN QUE
TODOS LOS NINOS DEPENDIENTES ERAN RECIPIENTES DE
SEGURIDAD DE INGRESO SUPLEMENTAL (S5 POR FAVOR
TOMEN NOTA;

GEORGINA ZAPATA, en su nombre y ¢n &l de todos agquelios en
sttuaciones similares, demandantes contra MARION WOODS, y otros,
demandado, la Accion No. CA 000476 estd ahora siendo procesada en la
Corte Superior de Los Angetes. La accion ha sido presentada come una
accion colectiva 3 favor del grupo que se define a continuacion. Tal vez
usted sea miembro de este grupe y si e asi, sus derechos pueden ser
afectados.

NO DEBE ENTENDERSE ESTE AVISO COMO UNA EXPRESION
DE CUALQUIER OPINION DE ESTA CORTE EN CUANTO A
LOS MERITOS DE CUALESQUIERA DE LAS DEMANDAS O
DEFENSAS MANTENIDAS POR UNA U OTRA PARTE EN E5TA
LITIGACIGN, EL UNICO PROPOSITO DE ESTE AVISO ES
INFORMARLE A ' STED DE QUE ESTA LITIGATION ESTA EN
PROCESO PARS QUE USTED PUEDA DECIDIR LAS MEDIDAS
QUE DESEE TOMAR EN RELACION CON ESTE LITIGIO.

A.  La Litigacion.

Fl litigio acusa la decision del Departamento Estatal de Servicios
Saciales (DEPARTAMENTO) de negar los beneficios de AFDC a los
parientes que cuidan 2 los nifios porque todos los nifios dependientes
reciben los beneficios de SSI. Los demandantes aspiran 3 una
decluracion de la Corte de¢ que la decision del DEPARTAMENTO s
contra la iey vy una orden indicando al DEPARTAMENTO que pague
ios beneficios retroactivos de AFDC. El DEPARTAMENTO ha negado
jas acusaciones vy ha negade ia responsabilidad para beneficios
retroactivos.

B. Demandantes.

Los ilamados demandanies en este litigio son GEORGINA ZAPATA
v ALFRED LONG. GEORGINA ZAPATA 5 una persena particular
que vive en el Condado de Los Angeles, California, y ALFRED LONG
es una persona perticuiar que vive en el Condado de Fresno, California,
y ettos han presentado esta accion a {avor propio ¥ como representantes
de, v a favor de, el grupo, que se define en D. a continuacidn.

C. Demandado.

El demandado en este litigic es MARION WOODS, que es et Director
del Departamento de Servicios Sociales de California,

0. Ei Grupo.

La Corte ordena gue los demandantes, GEORGINA ZAPATA ¥

ALFRED LONG, puedan mantener esta accién a su favor y a favor
del siguiente grupo:

“Todas las personas en Caiifornia que califiquen bajo el Acta de
Seguro Secial como parientes necesitados con los que los nifios
dependientes estdn viviendo y a los que se les negaron o negarin
los beneficios de AFDC segin ia Seccion 11203 del Cddigo de
Bienestar y de las Instituciones y las Normas Provistas del Manual
de Administracion v Procedimientos Secciones 44-208 y 44-206,
en la Gnica base de que todos los nifios dependientes al cuidado de
parientes estin recibiendo Seguridad de ingreso Suplemental”

Para ser un miembro de este grupo, puede que se ie pida que provea y
ensefie que en aigiin tiempo desde enero 1973, usted soiicitd los beneficios
de AFDC y le fueron negados los beneficios basdndose en que todos los
nifios dependientes en a familia eran recipientes de Seguridad de [ngreso
Suplemental (551}

AHORA, POR LO TANTO. TOME NOTA:

1. El juicio en esta accién ha sido sefiaiado para las 9:00 A.M. del
? de junio, 1980, en ef Departamento ! de la Corte Superior def
Condado de Los Angeles en la Corte de) Condado, 111 North Hill
Street, Los Angeles, California 90012

d

Cusiquier dictamen en esta accién, sez o po favorabie 2 los miembros
del grupo, incluird a todos fos miembros del grupo que no hayan
pedido la exciusidn, se hayan unido o intervenido en la accion o no.
Cuslquier miembro del grupo que no pide exclusids puede
soficitar unirse ¢omo parte pidiéndolo asi 2 esta Corte. Ademds,
cualquier miembro del grupo puede nombrar & un abogado para
acluar come consejero pard e grupo presentando una peticion
para tal ante esta Corte. Cada peticidn se presentard ante el
Secretario de la Corte, Departamento 3%, Corte Superior del
Condado de Los Angeles, Corte dei Condado, 111 North Hill Street,
Los Angeles, California #5012, en o antes det 1 de mayo, 1986, y una
copia del mismo tiene gue presentarse simultineamente al abogado
de ios demandantes, HUGH HARRISON, FUNDACION DE
ASISTENCIA LEGAL DE LOS ANGELES, 3663 West Sixth
Street, Los Angeles, California 90028, v at abogado del demandado,
JOHN H. SANDERS, Ayudante del Fiscal General, 3580 Wilshire
Boulevard, Suite 800, Los Angeles, Californiz 90019.

3. Si usted no pide exclusién y estd por lo tanto inciuido en este fitigio,
estard obligado por cualquier decision que se obtenga en este caso,
bien sea favorable al grupo o en contra del grupo.

4. Si usted desea ser excluido del grupo {“opecion fuera™), puede hacerlo
notificandolo ai Secretario de la Corte, Departamento 59, Corte
del Condado de Los Angeies, {11 North Hili Street. Los Angeles,
Caiifornia 90012, gue usted asi lo desea. Si usted no toima accion
afirmativa para ser excluido del grupo, usted serd incluido. 5i usted
desea ser excluido del prupe, ia notificacion de su deseo de ser
excluido tiene gue ser recibida por ¢l Secretario de ia Corte Superior
en o antes dei | de mavo, 1986, Su carta solicitando ia exclusidn
debera ser dirigida a:

Secretario

Departamento 39

Corte Superior def Condado de Los Angeles
111 North Hill Street

Los Angeles, California %0012

Cualquigr pregunta que usted pueda tener o comentarios gque
desee hacer relacionados a esta accion debers dirigirlos a:

th

HUGH HARRISON

LEGAL AID FOUNDATION OF LOS ANGELES
3663 West Sixth Street

Los Angeles, California 96020

k]

ANDREA SALZTMAN

CONTRA COSTA LEGAL SERVICES FOUNDATION
Centurion "aza

333 Leland Road

Pittsburg, Califonria 94363

6. Las peticiones y otros documentos presentados en esta accion
son archives pablicos vy estin disponibles para inspeccion en
la oficina del Secretario situada en ia direccion indicada a
continuacion:

Corte Superior dei condado de Los Angeles
Corte dei Condado

115 North Hil Street

Los Angeles. California 90412

Fechado en este dia 11 de diciembre 1979

DAVID A THOMAS
Juez de la Corte Superior




